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RECONFIGURING CITIES.
AND FOOD SYSTEMS FOR.
FUTURE RESILIENCE.

THE EVENT
As we move towards a global population of 9 billion with our urban areas
hosting most of the planets people, the need to be creative in providing
quality food in a responsible way is ever greater. Reducing artificial cooling of
buildings (#1), eliminating food waste (#3) and transitioning to more plant
rich diets (#4) have been identified by project Drawdown
(https://www.drawdown.org/solutions-summary-by-rank ) as the top ways to
dramatically reduce global greenhouse gas emissions. Producing food closer
to the point of consumption makes sense in terms of quality and efficiency.
At the same time, urban food production can have many more direct and
indirect benefits from building enhancement and repurposing, to storm
water management, microclimate improvements, biodiversity support,
education, community building, circular economy and more.
This event focused on the possibilities for integrating urban food production
into our existing urban areas and took a look across this diverse field from
indoor climate-controlled food factories, to rooftop soil-based farms, vertical
façade food systems, container-based techniques and public realm
interventions. There were references to cities such as Milan, Porto, Brussels
and Sao Paolo; cities who have adopted policies and set ambitions that place
circularity and sustainable food systems at the heart of their social,
environmental, economic and sustainable planning.
The key note speaker was Chris Jones , an experienced landscape architect
and urban advice professional who has been engaged in many international
projects including a resilience strategy for a village in India, and energy
neutral strategy for a mid-size city in the Netherlands, community based
urban regeneration in Indonesia and eco-tourism in Ethiopia. Through
various assignments he is providing advice on how to interpret and embed
aspects of the SDG’s, Project Drawdown and other sustainability, urban
resilience and climate adaptation initiatives. Chris works independently and
also within the liveable cities program of Dutch planning office
KuiperCompagnons who are currently active within the consortium Urban
Farming Partners
The event was hosted by Circular Economy Transition Switzerland at Impact
Hub Lausanne.

During the event there were breakout sessions exploring the
possibilities and challenges for Lausanne if it would look to embrace
urban farming and fixing the food systems within its urban areas.
Now is the time to build on this momentum and this is a call to city
leaders, the real-estate sector, financial institutions, educational
bodies and all citizens to take this topic and make change happen.
Chris is part of an experienced team who can provide the advice and
expertise from quick-scans to full consultancy services, to help make
Lausanne a leader in responsible urbanism.

The event included background information and examples of real projects that Chris has been involved with
as well as the main presentation, interactive group discussion tables and group summary mini-pitches. This
allowed a great wealth of information and ideas to be openly discussed and challenged in a cooperative and
inspiring setting.

Chris has a diverse work experience. He has conceptualised, designed and implemented projects in India for
example. In Delhi a primary objective was to create a public landscape with a pleasant micro-climate to
provide a refuge from the harsh environment. In Rajasthan at Soda Village the work involved developing
resilience strategies for a resource-poor community. The techniques developed proved to be hugely
relevant even to developed ‘western’ contexts.

In Indonesia Chris has worked on assignments in Jakarta and Semerang. These projects have placed
community-based development at the heart of solutions to tackle environmental and economic challenges
of dense urban areas.
In his home town of Manchester, Chris has designed, detailed and overseen the implementation of roof
gardens at the heart of the city.

Working within the liveable cities team of KuiperCompagnons (KC) Chris has been involved in energy
neutrality and sustainability strategies for various cities including Zwolle.
And Urban Farming Partners (of which KC is a consortium member, are developing hi-tech urban farming in
Singapore.

The importance and relevance of this topic is increasingly accepted and supported by city and country
leaders. Urban Farming Partners proposals for Singapore have been presented at state level and endorsed
by city leaders in the Netherlands and Singapore.

The presentation given on June 17th 2019 in Lausanne is the result of hundreds of hours of research as well
as drawing on Chris’s 15 years of working experience (and KC have over 100 years experience). There are
many valuable, scientific and fact-based reports that have provided inspiration and information. These
include Drawdown, Eat Lancet, Ellen MacArthur Foundation, The Economist, Milan Food Policy and more.

Current food systems are hugely inefficient and often result in great environmental costs but also economic
costs and financial losses. Fixing food systems can produce incredible benefits.

The presentation illustrated some of the many ways that food
production is taking place in cities. It also highlighted some of the
key cities, companies and organisations who are active in realizing
urban food system enhancements. Some of these are listed over the
next series of slides.

http://peasandlove.com

https://inhabitat.com/biber-architects-green-walled-usapavilion-is-a-living-breathing-tribute-to-sustainable-food/

https://rosemarysnyc.com

https://greenbronxmachine.org/

www.gothamgreens.com/

http://greenbelly.org

https://restaurant-ultima.fi/en/

These are but a few examples of how food can be produced in even
the most likely places. There are many commercial companies doing
this every day. However the main challenge is to align policy with
opportunity; to find synergies in urban systems and to support
innovations.

www.towergarden.com/

https://www.greenroofs.com/projects/garycomer-youth-center-green-roof/

For example: Coppet (VD)

https://floatingfarm.nl/

https://squarerootsgrow.com/

https://plenty.ag

https://aerofarms.com/

Cities such as New York and Philadelphia are really taking the issue seriously from adapting planning
systems to appointing Directors to coordinate this green food revolution.

Even in the heart of Lausanne there are vast spaces of untapped potential. Potential for real-estate owners
to earn from expensive floor space; spaces for greening the city, adding biodiversity, improving storm-water
management, improving building efficiencies, growing local and fostering local entrepreneurship.

Embrace the potential, get in touch and we can advise and
work together to build an exciting, healthy Lausanne.

