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BUILDING STRONGER CITIES & COMMUNITIES

Cities are growing fast. The speed of growth often outpaces the response ability of governments (national, regional
and local), planning systems and traditional infrastructure systems. Opportunistic settlement, development and
expansion, places enormous strains on natural and man-made systems. Urban areas can very quickly become hostile
environments that are home to great social and economic inequalities whilst also being highly susceptible to a host of
major risks associated with water pollution, inadequate waste management, heat islands and heat shocks, inabilities to
properly deal with storm water, poor utilities and so on. Cities have become polluting importers where once they grew
from self-supporting simple rural communities.
But perhaps here lies a clue to helping communities to help themselves to a more resilient, more optimistic and more
robust future. Can we bring back food production to urban areas as part of an integrated strategy to manage,
reduce and reuse waste? Can we develop strategies to clean up urban waterways and create valuable green spaces
for nature, people, food, storm water, heat island mitigation? Can we embrace circularity so that food production and
consumption happens within a closer and better-connected network? Can we integrate renewable clean energy as
part of a local community economic and environmental strategy?
When I look to make a difference in challenging urban areas, a primary objective is to engage in a constructive and
beneficial way with all groups in society so that everyone has the opportunity to become part of the necessary
changes that may be implemented to secure a more robust and resilient future. I believe that it is essential to find the
correct mechanisms to make people paid-up positive contributors to their own, and their cities future.
When considering such mechanisms it is essential to engage directly with those affected in order to test ideas, explore
potential routes and sow the seeds of what needs to happen in the minds of those who will be affected so that they
also have an opportunity to consider how they can become involved, what they might want to offer or be able to
offer and what they might accept or might have to accept. Only when such a basis for discussion, design and planning
is formed, is it possible to develop convincing, realistic and achievable / implementable solutions. When this is done
well it is to the benefit of all involved. Furthermore, well-thought out and holistic proposals should result in maximum
benefits; every intervention should have a clear focus to resolve a specific challenge but also contribute to improving
several other challenges.

SKILLS & EXPERIENCES
Core competences
PRESENTATION

Project Pitches
Client Presentations
Strategy Sessions
Events

In all of my work, whether it be design, research or advocacy focused, presentation is a key skill. I have prepared project
pitches during bidding stages, and many presentations for clients during the execution of commissions. For employers and
organisations such as Drawdown Switzerland, I have prepared and contributed to strategy sessions in order to explore
directions of focus, markets, ways to promote and engage with clients or supporters and more.

More recently, I have prepared, hosted, contributed to, and presented at many physical and online events through my
advocacy and research platform www.feedingcities.info

COMMUNICATION

Advocacy and Information
Ideas, Concepts, Designs…
Global Collaborations
Succesfully Operating Remotely

Whether it be conveying ideas within a design team, explaining concepts to a client, sharing a vision or advocating for a
strategy or cause, communication lies at the core of every success.
In order to achieve this, I utilize a range of tools, software and online media as well as physical communication methods
(documents, posters) and face-to-face event preparation, hosting and presentation.

COLLABORATION

Networks
Stakeholders
Inclusive
Collective

For the last 18 years I have operated in collaboration with team members, clients, supporters, advisors, authorities and
organisations. Many of these interactions and collaborations have occurred partly (or sometimes even entirely) online or
remotely.
This requires the ability to build relationships, networks and trust and to be able to maintain momentum and engagement
with little or no physical meeting possibilities. This is something that is part of my core way of working.

SKILLS & EXPERIENCES
Core competences
ORGANISATION

Coordinating
Anticipating
Thinking
Motivating

Many of the projects and assignments I have been involved with, have required excellent organizational skills in
challenging situations such as cross culture, cross time zone and multiple-collaborator / multi-disciplinary contexts. One
example is the project at Delhi Aerocity (India). A complex project, this required me to co-manage a diverse team
comprising over 10 partners as well as prepare, negotiate, monitor and adjust planning, consultancy, contractor /
subcontractor and construction budgets.

UNDERSTANDING & DESIGNING

Exploring
Immersing
Experimenting
Creating

The process of designing begins with understanding. Whether an assignment requires a physical intervention to be
designed or a planning strategy, a communication tool or an event, the key is to properly understand the audience
and the physical-, social-, economic- and environmental context. I am skilled and experienced in planning and
undertaking site analysis (desktop and on-site) and conducting research in preparation for design stages. My concept
design development is thus rooted in the context of the challenge and my design work grows from a position of
understanding, through refining, interacting and adapting to reach the desired and best possible outcome.
DESIGNING & REALISING

Finding Synergies
Connecting Challenges
Illustrating Possibilities

Supporting Delivery
For me, the greatest satisfaction comes when ideas, concepts and designs come to fruition. This may be seeing an article
published and appreciated or seeing a physical urban or landscape design progress from the drawing table to the
construction site and into active use and enjoyment. Finding synergies is my starting point. I look for opportunities to connect
challenges and create solutions that are greater than the sum of their components. I use 3D virtual models to explore
spaces and allow people to more easily understand physical situations, but I also use 3D models to communicate other
concepts. Similarly I utilize videos to promote events, share ideas and explain concepts.

FEEDING CITIES

Feeding Cities - Reconfiguring cities and food systems for future resilience
January 2019-present

Research and concept development focused on how fixing food systems can
help cities achieve direct and indirect benefits from local economy stimulation to
building enhancement and repurposing, to storm water management, microclimate improvements, biodiversity support, education & skills development,
community building, circular economy and more. The events listed are a
selection and there are more in the planning. For instance I shall be joining the
team for the ‘Build Back Better Hackathon’ in London (sept. 2020) as well as
events for and with Drawdown Switzerland.
Activities 2020 (a selection)
• WHAT THE FORK WEBINAR SERIES
Leading global voices will discuss the topics of foodWASTE, foodTECH
& FOOD Communities in this webinar series organized by FeedingCities.
• SPINUP SUMMIT ‘INNOVATION FOR GOOD’
Topic: Food Security Jugaad: Frugal Hacks for food security and
community led regeneration and prosperity. May 2020
• AGRITECTURE DIGITAL TRAVEL FREE CONFERENCE
Never Forget Your Roots: the incredible possibilities of new urban
food systems. Recorded live April 2020
• FOOD CITIZENS: The power of moving people from food consumers to
food citizens. Webinar April 2020
• Lecture: ‘Sustainability, TOURISM, urban design & food systems’ for the
Sustainability Management School (SUMAS) Switzerland – May 2020
• Lecture: ‘Re-CONNECTIONS - leveraging the Internet-of-Things to reconnect cities with citizens, food and nature’ for the International
Management Sustainability Summer School (IMSS) – June 2020

For recordings of the events please visit www.feedingcities.info or send an email to chris@feedingcities.info

FEEDING CITIES

Feeding Cities - Reconfiguring cities and food systems for future resilience
January 2019-present

Activities 2019-20 (a selection)
• Mentor: 9iNNOVATE – a grade 9 assignment at the International School
of Geneva, Switzerland to explore the challenges and impacts of- and
potential solutions for food waste. – Feb to June 2020 (reference
available)

• Feeding Cities: Fixing Cities introduction presentation and discussion
session in the week of the UN Sustainable Cities week (Geneva April
2019)
• Feeding Cities: Fixing Cities deep dive and workshop session as part of
the Circular Economy Transition Switzerland (Lausanne Juni 2019)
• Feeding Cities: Fixing Cities Exhibition during the Circular Economy
Transition Switzerland Launch Event (Lausanne August 2019)
• Drawdown Circular Campus information and research poster for the
international Project Drawdown congress (Penn State University USA
September 2019)
• Future City Hub information poster and lightning presentation for the
international Project Drawdown congress (Penn State University USA
September 2019)
• Feeding Cities: Fixing Cities Future City Hub deep dive presentation for
the International Green Roofs and Green Walls congress (Global /
online virtual summit Nov – Dec 2019)

For recordings of the events please visit www.feedingcities.info or send an email to chris@feedingcities.info

FUTURE FOOD & ENERGY STRATEGY

A study for a responsible, resilient urban-rural area transition
The Netherlands 2019

Successful circular and adaptive (urban) landscapes require a balance in size,
scale and complexity. The current central and large-scale energy production is
sensitive to geopolitical dependence, makes a country or municipality
vulnerable and does not appeal to any form of pride and self-determination of
the local citizen. Small-scale individual developments at plot level will not bring
us to 100% sustainable generated energy on time. They also lack an integrated
vision and are too small-scale to relate other tasks.

THE NETHERLANDS

Joining forces and working together to generate 100% sustainable energy can work as a catalyst for area
development and the transition of our cities, landscapes and economies. The condition for acceptance is that
interventions in the environment of citizens must make a recognisable positive contribution to their living environment. If
we are also able to use the energy transition to meet other goals, ambitions and wishes of citizens, we will be able to
develop a carbon free environment.

PERI-URBAN AREA VITALITY STRATEGY

Xiaojia River Countryside planning , Ningbo, China.
2017

This project undertaken in my capacity as landscape architect at
KuiperCompagnons was awarded the first prize for the Zhejiang outstanding
urban and rural planning 2017. In recent decades the booming Ningbo
economy has resulted in rapid industrialization and urbanization. Besides
economical growth and increase of wealth and prosperity, this fast urbanization
also result in challenges to create liveable cities for the Ningbo citizen.

NINGBO, CHINA

This conceptual strategy describes a new perspective for this green rural part within the urbanisation of the city of
Ningbo. The plan aims to protect the environmental and cultural heritage and simutaneously improves the social
economic position of the people in the project area. The strategy builds upon the existing unique identity of little
villages, agriculture economies and water related communities. By developing new economies and ecologies with
respect of the existing networks we have secured an integrated development approach for the area as a model for
rural urbanisation. Key to our approach was to develop this area as the sponge for this district of the city. This new
impulse, that is adding to the existing qualities, will make this part of the city attractive for visitors and citizens for
Ningbo, and for the local population.

FUTURE CITY HUB
Embedding the circular economy in urban areas
2019-2020+

The Future City Hub aims to create a dynamic, future-oriented
setting where the principles of the circular and inclusive economy
are integrated from the outset of discussions, debates, designs,
enterprises, events and education; a collaborative living lab
village for multiple industries, sectors and activities. It is a
laboratory to enable interactions between technological & social
innovation, policy, advocacy, business and the general public.
The shift from a linear to circular economy is a bold and essential movement with the capability to at least halve
greenhouse gas emissions whilst also creating more and better jobs (e.g. replacement of fossil fuels by renewables in
electricity generation). The transition to a circular and inclusive economy requires a mindset switch, new and different
skills and new professions and competencies. "A good job for life" no longer fits this new paradigm. On the contrary,
in a world in constant evolution, work and jobs will constantly change and evolve, which in turn requires continuous
learning and the ability to adapt to new challenges and environments.

FUTURE CITY HUB
Embedding the circular economy in urban areas
2019-2020+

The Future City Hub will be an urban element that exemplifies and incarnates
circular economy principles in an interactive, inclusive and experiential way so
that people can be inspired, challenged and stimulated whilst also learning and
transforming their mindset just by being in it. Spaces could include: co-working
spaces, training rooms, circular economy coaching rooms, remote conference and
event rooms, zero waste cafés, repair workshops for clothing, shoes and
electronics, second-hand shops, pop-up shops, a FabLab, a library of things, a
"village square" meeting space with a recycling station, an electric bikes
(and delivery bikes) station, and a test-bed urban food system including food
garden terrace, vegetated walls, stacked farming and others.
When we look at many European cities in recent years and especially during the Covid days, we are increasingly
seeing that the most successful entrepreneurs in the food sector (taken in the broadest sense) are finding creative
ways to find and help each other. From new forms of delivery to collaborations in putting together grocery baskets of
fresh and locally produced processed foods and drinks), to bakeries & cafes collaborating on home delivery
brunches, local grocery stores working with bars and restaurants to put together evening meal and ‘party’ packages
and so on. So part of our story will be about how these sporadic initiatives can gain a more robust foothold. How can
these emerging local networks become even stronger and embrace more aspects of the circular economy, zero waste
movement, locally grown movement etc. The Future City Hub story operates at the city scale at which we can help
foster a strong 'locally grown' economy whilst also offering people and businesses the opportunity to develop, test
and scale-up concepts, businesses, techniques and technologies.

SODA VILLAGE, RAJASTHAN, INDIA
ROBUST INTEGRATED RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT VISION
2017-2019

Village Core area 70ha. Wider Study area 18km2
Soda Village is a resource poor rural village, a one-hour drive from Jaipur in
Rajasthan, India. With an incredible Sarpanch and village Champion, Chhavi
Rajawat, the village is steadily undergoing changes that aim to make it more
robust, resilient and self-reliant.

This project supported the aims and objectives of the village through site
analysis, stakeholder interviews, concept development, product research,
spatial planning, pilot project briefing notes. Visualizations and mapping.
Study for an Integrated Energy, Water, Waste & Food Station
The concept of creating integrated hubs is that in doing so we can tackle many
challenges from waste problems, access to water, reliable clean energy etc
whilst creating many opportunities for environmental and health improvements
and economic and educational opportunities. When many challenges are
tackled in a holistic way and at an integrated station, the investment payback
time can be greatly reduced. This hub was designed based on existing waste
sorting centres in rural villages in India and adapted to the local context. A
Primary aim is to incentivize positive behaviour change through offering people
access to small appliance solar charging, drinking water and compost in return
for them sorting, disposing of and reusing waste correctly.

RAJASTHAN, INDIA

EDIBLE CITY CREEK, INDONESIA
A STUDY FOR COMMUNITY & CIRCULAR ECONOMY BASED REGENERATION
Semarang, Java, Indonesia - 2019

Building with People (BwP) is a consortium of leading Dutch engineers, planners,
agro- and economy companies. BwP have the focus to develop strategies and
proposals that can allow the most vulnerable in society to become active
participants in their own urban futures. My role is to look for urban synergies
and develop proposals for implementable actions. The first project under the
BwP umbrella considered an urban com-munity in Semerang, Java, Indonesia.
Together with Witteveen+Bos I prepared a first set up for an Inclusive
Infrastructure Manual based on the principle ‘Everyone takes part’. This manual
has the ambitions to draw attention to mechanisms for properly and effectively
engaging even the most vulnerable groups to become part of design, planning
and infrastructure projects.
Edible City Creek was a project within the general framework of the Cascading
Semerang project (Semarang, Java, Indonesia). In this mini-project, community
engagement, circularity, urban food systems and urban renewal were central
themes. I explored ways that waterways could become freed of refuse and
become lifelines for the city rather than neglected, hazardous dumping grounds.
Micro-business opportunities, ownership and opportunity were the core
catalysts.
Webinar: https://youtu.be/4nIXVmwuIgQ

JAVA, INDONESIA

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

Eco-Resorts in Ethiopia
2012-2013

A fundamental factor in achieving a true eco-resort lies in the ability to source
products, materials, knowledge and labour from within the closest distance that
is practically possible.
In Ethiopia this can pose many challenges from a lack of (the right quality)
products to shortcomings in knowledge and skills of the available workforce.
However these challenges in turn provide many opportunities for the innovative
entrepreneur. Developing skills in the local communities, rediscovering traditional
techniques and establishing a market for products are just some of these.

ETHIOPIA

Sustainability refers not only to environmental and social issues, but also the ability to sustain a business. In Ethiopia
this is challenging and particularly for tourist-based activities. Economic diversification and achieving a high degree of
certainty in the business model is therefore of vital importance. the many ways in which products, labour and even
energy can be sourced locally. These aspects may require greater initial investments (in time and or money) but can
help to increase the level of certainty within the business. A priority is to reduce the need to purchase products or
services from external parties. Fuel price increases can dramatically impact the financial viability of any business
especially those remotely located. The installation of renewable energy sources can lead to self-sufficiency, energy
security and perhaps even energy surplus that can be sold on. Sourcing products locally for construction and
consumption is also financially beneficial as it reduces transportation costs. Where the opportunities exist to grow
produce on-site, there are also many potential economic benefits. Growing-your-own can help to guarantee quality
and supply, and there is greater certainty with regards to production costs whereas purchasing in the market or
importing is always subject to price fluctuation, availability and quality issues.

KEY PROJECTS

Selection of key projects
2020-

Food Security Jugaad
Jugaad: Frugal Hacks for a prosperous future. This online collaborative initiative
aims to promote the role of food systems in enabling the most vulnerable to
transform their lives and livelihoods.

2018-2019

CO2 Neutral Strategy for a mid-size town in central Netherlands
Concept development, research and conceptual design development for an
integrated approach to helping a mid-size town move towards achieving energy
neutral ambitions.

2018-2020

‘Housing and Communities; Affordable & Inclusive Urban & Rural Areas’
Development of strategies, documentation, knowledge base and network
related to the theme of within the Liveable Cities program at Kuiper.

2018- 2019

Future Vision for North Holland
Conceptual design studies and sketch visualizations for high-level planning
discussion purposes

2018-2019

Urban Village Mixed-Use Commercial Masterplan – 1.6ha (JLUC)
North East England (Newcastle)
Site analysis, concept development, schematic masterplan development,
outline masterplan development, landscape design, 2D and 3D design and
visualisation

2017-2018

NCICD2 – JAKARTA INTEGRATED FLOOD RESILIENCE STRATEGY (KC)
Considering 30km of coastline and the urban context up to 10km inland
plus offshore water safety and development opportunities up to 7km.
Site analysis (field work and desk-top). Key role in multi-lateral stakeholder
workshops. Strategic concepts. Communication material. 2D and 3D spatial
layout and design drawings.

2017-2019

ROBUST INTEGRATED RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT VISION
AND STRATEGY SODA VILLAGE, RAJASTHAN, INDIA (JLUC)
Village Core area 70ha. Wider Study area 18km2
Site analysis, stakeholder interviews, concept development, product research,
spatial planning, pilot project briefing notes. Visualizations and mapping.

FOOD

EDIBLE CITY
CREEK

FOOD SECURITY
JUGAAD

HOMESCHOOL GARDEN
COMMUNAL FOOD GARDEN

KEY PROJECTS

Selection of key projects
2017-2018

URBAN VISION – MID-SIZE TOWN IN NORTHERN ENGLAND (JLUC)
3ha Urban town centre reinvigoration / redevelopment project
Site analysis, concept development, street furniture design, development
strategies.

2017-2018

BROWNELL STREET SHEFFIELD, CORE WORKER RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
(JLUC)
0.5ha Urban brownfield regeneration project
Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street furniture design, hardscape
design, performance specifications

2013-2017

IGI Delhi Airport Hospitality District & Approach Roads Landscape Design
70 ha Total area
Concept development through to detail design and implementation supervision.
Elements include underground water storage for irrigation, shade structures for
improved micro-climate in pedestrian areas, misting systems for enhanced microclimate for planting and pedestrian comfort. Integrated signage, advertising and brand
identity concept. Site analysis (field work and desk-top) Sketch design, landscape
outline planning drawings, street furniture design, hardscape design, performance
specifications. Client presentations, workshops and meetings. Presentation material.

2016-2018

Residential Apartment Development – (JLUC)
1 ha Residential development project
Courtyard landscape concept and outline planning drawings plus performance
specifications. Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street furniture
design, hardscape design, performance specifications

2016

Xian ning Financial Port landscape and urban design, China
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design
drawings. Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference
material.

2016

Conceptual Plan and Urban Design for the Metropolitan and Countryside District
of Xiaojia River – Ningbo, China.
Conceptual landscape and urban design for village regeneration, quarry landscape
rehabilitation and ‘sponge-city’ development concepts. Concept development,
landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings. Landscape character
areas definition and description supported by reference material.

CULTURE

TITANIC QUARTER BELFAST

THE WALK, DELHI

POP UP FOOD QUARTER

KEY PROJECTS

Selection of key projects
2013-2015

National Capital Integrated Coastal Development, Jakarta, Indonesia.
Integrated coastal defence strategy combining engineering elements with landscape /
habitat opportunities, maritime industry relocation and upgrading strategies and other
urban regeneration opportunities in combination with flood protection measures. Site
analysis (field work and desk-top). Key role in multi-lateral stakeholder workshops.
Strategic concepts. Communication material. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design
drawings. Landscape character areas definition and descriptions supported by
reference material. Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2013

Viracopos International Airport, Sau Paulo, Brazil.
Concept and outline landscape design for airport approach and terminal entrance
combining elements for water storage and buffering, green walls / facades, solar panel
shade structures. Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout
and design drawings. Landscape character areas definition and description supported
by reference material. Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street
furniture design, hardscape design, performance specifications

2011-2012

Chanxingdao – Dalian, China.
Conceptual landscape and urban planning guidelines and layouts developed with the
intention of stimulating development through efficient planning with clear nodes,
connections, clusters and complementary land-uses.

2010-2012

Preparation of Development Plan for Khushkhera - Bhiwadi – Neemrana
Investment Region in Rajasthan Sub-region of Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor,
India.
High-level planning and urban design integrating existing villages, settlements and
landscape elements with new development opportunities for an integrated compact
city. Site analysis (field work and desk-top). Concept development, landscape design.
2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings. Landscape character areas definition and
description supported by reference material.

2010

Liantong Canal Waterside Urban design, Sixin, Wuhan, China
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design
drawings. Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference
material.

CONTEXTUAL PLACES

EMMELOORD TOWN CENTRE

ZEVENBERGEN TOWN CENTRE

GELDERMALSEN TOWN CENTRE

KEY PROJECTS

Selection of key projects
2009-2011

Diraab Road, ArRiyadh, Saudi Arabia
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference material.
Road and streetscape sections, plan drawings, 3D studies and supporting performance
specification material. Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2009-2010

Market Square and town streets, Geldermalsen, the Netherlands
Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street furniture design, hardscape
design, performance specifications. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2008

Pleinen Visie – Middelburg, the Netherlands
Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street furniture design, hardscape
design, performance specifications. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2008-2009

Station area Beverwijk, the Netherlands
Sketch design, landscape outline planning drawings, street furniture design, hardscape
design, performance specifications. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2007

King Abdul Aziz Road Project – Makkah, Saudi Arabia
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference material.
Road and streetscape sections, plan drawings, 3D studies and supporting material. Client
presentations, workshops and meetings. STATUS: COMMISSION COMPLETED.

2007-2009

Prince Salman bin Abdul Aziz Road Study – Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference material.
Road and streetscape sections, plan drawings, 3D studies and supporting performance
specification material. Client presentations, workshops and meetings.

2005-2007

Titanic Quarter, Belfast, Northern Ireland (EKA)
Concept development, landscape design. 2D and 3D spatial layout and design drawings.
Landscape character areas definition and description supported by reference material.
Road and streetscape sections, plan drawings, 3D studies and supporting performance
specification material. Client presentations, workshops and meetings.
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